MIGARO IN LONDON. 





— o —_* 
=O fF oe £ at 4 iS 
Bey Aka : t 
Je ) 
oy f 
ed 
SS 


a> 
ah 
_ 
oa oA 
a" 


CHE 

py 

Y 

YY 

Wi 
4 
Me 


ale npdenat 
s I iy 
BY 


Ze 
4 

es 

2 
YY 
Uy 


dee: 


WL 


LMA 


rar 

oe } 
hee 
ree. } 
ERE ' } 


WENA 44 
TLE 


ao 





Satire should like a polish’d razor keen, 
Wound with a touch that's scarcely felt or seen.—Lapy Montractr. 


‘« Political Pasquinades and Political Caricatures are parts (though humble ones, ) of Political History. They supply in‘o:mation as to the person and habits, 
often as to the motives and objects of public men, which cannot be found elsewhere.”’—Croxer’s New Wie Gurpr. 
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SINGULAR ANNOUNCEMENT. future period, is a matter entirely for our own most gracious 


, . : siderati se ‘¢ have not the smallest 
Figaro in London is about to commit, as it were, a literary consideration, though af present we have not the 


‘ ° : ; ah aa — ¢ ‘ 
suicide, that is to say, the individual who projected it, and has | itention of doing so. There may be, and doubtless are, a 


solely conducted it from its first appearance, three years ago, number of low-minded creatures, who may consider, that be- 


° Ps ee ae 
. 4 ; , : 2 ‘esig st formidable weapon ve no 
to the present time, is about to discontinne his labours in this | ©8"S® W® have resigned a most formidable weapon, we have 


. i ‘ ‘ : ; ay j it: suc! -rsons mi ur 
publication. We have a variety of reasons for coming to this longer the power to wield it ; sucli persons may chuckle at © 


. , . ; “gj i » would wart that we 
conclusion, the first, and in our estimation the most weighty of | Tes!gation of such power, but we would | them, 


can resume it at pleasure, and certainly shall do so if we find 


which is, that the weekly execution of our editorial task is an 


irksome interruption to other business of a more important | |! expedient. 


. : rat " : oY ° 13a ig 
kind, and an impediment to more advantageous pursuits, un- F'o those of a more liberal, because of a Icss ignorant and 


connected with periodical or any other kind of literature, | Malicious stamp, we can only say, that we have spoken very 


Another reason for our abanduning this work is candidly this, often of many persons in ridicule, with a heedlessness of the 


we have become thoroughly tired of furnishing, week after | CoMSequences to them, which, while it may have appeared un- 


. . . . 1p j > F j , S] . - I 
week, for three successive years, a series of trifling comments feeling, was never more than inconsiderate. To these, one and 
on political and other matters ; indeed, when we have felt the 


tediousness of writing, we have often thought it most marvellous 


all, we really owe this acknowledgment, though we have great 
pleasure in saying, that from the air of burlesque with which 


that the public, by its undiminished patronage of Figaro, has | °¥F harshest strictures have been surrounded, we suspect that 


proved itself to be never tired of purchasing ‘and reading it. 
Indeed, so profitable is it to this moment, that the publisher, 
we believe, intends continuing the title, though we must be | ijury- de 
understood as having ceased all connection with any thing that Many persons have advised us to continue Figaro, if it be 
may appear after this number, which terminates the third 
volume. 


our severity, in those instances, where, if crueliy intended, it 
would have been unmerited, has never done any one an intrinsic 


merely for the sake of its unequalled theatrical influence, but 
it is our unwillingness to benefit by this accidental advantage, 
which is one of our chief causes for resigning it. Since we 
have dabbled in dramatic authorship, we have found it quite 
repugnant to our wish to speak unfavourably of dramatic pieces, 


We really feel an honest impression, that the new Figaro, 
who assumes the razor which we resign, will execute his office 
better than we have lately done at least, for we have sat down 


to our weekly task with indiscribable distaste for a very long 
period. judgment to do otherwise. We have therefore frequently had 


to choose between seeming to speak invidiously of an author, 


but we have unfortunately often found it inconsistent with our 


Whether we ever resume the formidable instrument at a 


Vor, Il, W. Molineux, Printer, 13, Rells Buildings, Fetter Lane. 
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or neglecting our duty to the public by sacrificing our judg- 
ment, and we have often (lately in particular,) preferred the 
latter alternative. 

We have been told that the cesspool of malice will be opened 
upon us the moment we resign the powerful engine which we 
have handled for so long a period. ‘These warnings we ridicule, 
for malice is always impotent, and counteracts itself, besides 
which, if we find it necessary, we can, as we said beforc, at any 


time resume the razor, and wield it with the more vigour from 


having had a little relaxation from the constant use of it. For 
farther explanation vide the preface to the third volume. 
OUR LAST LEADER. 
| 
ae 





This being owr last leader, we may as well take leave of our 
political friends, who have for so long furnished us with sub- 
jects for the political department of Figaro. We believe we 
have had occasional jokes at the expence of every party, and 


are cousequently under 


the deepest obligations to Tory, Whig, 
Radical, Republican, Revolutionary, Destructive and Conser- 
vative. We consequently may be said to belong to none, which 
is, we believe, almost the fact, though we have had such a 
thorough sickener of the Whigs, that we do expect something 
better from the new government, although it be a Tory one. 
With respect to our political butts,—they being with very few 
exceptions, men of education and gentlemen,—it would be 
superfinous to explain to them, that we have never had any 
personal avimosity against any one of them. However we have 
been in the habit of treating them all as fair game, whether 
they have been of our own or opposite principles. 

is acut at our friends Peel and 


Our caricature this week 
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| the implied prediction being soon verificd—and merely leave it 


| 
| 
| 


Wellington, the latter of whom is stumbling over the former, | 


who is rather aptly represented by a piece of slippery orange- 
The allusion is decidedly good, and reflects no small 


We 


peel. 


credit on the ingenuity of the artist. cannot answer for 


j 
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as a matter of after-speculation to the nation in general. 
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PUBLISHER’S NOTICE. 





The readers of the Figaro 1x Lonnon are respectfully 
informed, that in consequence of achange of Proprietorship, 
d, that in consequ of a chan; Proprietorshi; 


the Editorship of this publication has heen entrusted toa 


gentleman of first-rate talent, and that tt ts the intention of 


the new Proprietor, to spare neither pains nor expense, to 
render it worthy of the extensive patronage it has hitherto 


experienced. No. 161, will be published January 3, 1835. 
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THE INTERPRETER. 


The Itinerant Drama. 

At the approach of Christmas every preparation is making 
for the theatrical campaign, and there is one department of th: 
drama, which, at this season of festivity, particularly courts our 
attention, ‘The regular theatres have their regular seasons, 
but Easter is the time when at Greenwich fair, Richardson’s 
company commences its brief campaign of three days, for the 
amusement of the [tinerant Drama patronising portion of the 
community. At Richardson’s there is no waiting between the 
acts, no tediousness in the performance—a tragedy, embracing 
the best ineidents from Romeo and Juliet, Virginius and the 
Grecian Daughter ; besides a comic song, and a pantomine, are 
all got through in the space of twenty minutes, to the complete 
satisfaction of the audience. Virginius, in the Richardonian 
version, is not the dilly dallying irresolute father that Mi 
Kuowles and history have so impiously conspired to make hin. 
At Richardson’s he is brought at once to the grand incident 
that attaches interest to his name, and with a bold contempt 
for the unities, he kills his daughter without any of the inter- 
mediate rigmarole with Appias, All the scenes of the Richard- 
sonian drama are noted for coming to the point at once, while 
in the bloodiest of tragedies a high moral is inculeated by the 
invariable appearance of a ghost immediately after the perpe- 
tration of Murder, who comes in a sheet and white satin slip- 
pers for retribution, as regularly as the collector calls on quar- 
ter-day for the taxes. The managers’ attachment to this 
species of dramatic justice, has given rise to many very amusing 
stories, and among others, is the following delightful anecdote 
which may be relied on, for its strict authenticity, as it is 
derived froma party high in the confidence of the Astleyan 
Roscius, Many who have seen Mr. Cartlich at Astley’s Am- 
phitheatre have, we know, beeu much puzzled to account for 
the strength of his lungs, which admits of his being heard oc- 
casionally by persous standing beneath the outside portico. Tk 
is not generally Known that this 

** Mortal engine whose rude throat 

Th’ Immortal Joves dread clamours counterfeit.”’ 
commenced his theatrical career in the company of Mr. Richard- 
son, of ** fair fame.’’ who has amassed an immense property by 
his idverant management. Mr, Cartlich was always an especial 
favourite with the manager, who is said to be very proud of his 
protegé, since by the force of merit he has become the leading 
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tragedian of Astley’s. There are many anecdotes on record re- 


specting Mr. Richardson, who, as may be expected from his | 
long experience, knows the taste of his audience, and is a per= | 


fect adept in the arts of management. It is well known, that 
the ghosts are amongst the most attractive members of his 


company, and being aware of this, he never produces a piece | 


without oue; and even where the author has omitted so import- 
ant a feature, Richardson adapts it to his own theatre by the 
voluntary introduction of a spectre. On one occasion a piece 
was guing off badly, and the audience were growing impatient, 
when the manager easily enquired for Cartlich, who, he knew 
could restore good humour, when he was informed that the 
part he had been performing had nothing more to do in the 
play; ‘*‘ Never mind that,” said Richardson, ‘let him go on 
and speak for himself, if the author has nothing more to say for 
him.” <‘ But, sir,” was the reply, ‘‘ Mr. Cartlitch musn’t go 
on again, for he has just been killed in the presence of the au- 
dience.” ‘Has he?” subjoined the manager,in a tone of 
exultation, ** then the piece is saved——on with his ghost.” 


BREVITIES. 


‘¢ Brevity is the soul of wit.”’—Shakspeare. 


The Repeal Question. 

The agitators have long clamoured for Re-Peal, but we sus- 
pect they will find themselves now Re-Peeled in a manner not 
quite satisfactory. 

A Reverse. 

It isa maxim that honesiy is the best policy. But politicians 

often reverse it, making policy their best honesty. 


4& Miracle. 
We are astonished that the poorer classes should require 
annual parliaments, for they have even now great reason to 
complain of having too short commons. 


An Obligation. 
The Duke of Wellington who is partial to ruling by force, 
proves that if he does not wish to benefit the public, he is at 
least always ready to oblige them. 


A Doubtful Encomium. 

The other evening, a lady having exerted her vocal powers 
for the amusement of the company at a soirée, received the 
following rather ambiguous compliment: ‘‘ Your singing makes 
you appear a delicious sereecher” (delicious creature ). 

An Amendment. 

‘ Should I be discovered J am lost!” exclaimed the hero of 
a Surrey melodrame, as he concealed himself in a closet on the 
stage. “Should you be discovered you are found,” was the 
amendment of a wag in the gallery. 

EBpigram 
On seeing fast colours labelled on some goods in the window of a linen. 
draper. 
Oh, can you think your goods to recommend 
By such a notice? Are you not in fun? 
By marking up “ Fas¢ colours,” you but tend 
To prove the colours will be apt to run, 


Sigued Cart. Ross. 
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4A Hard Bed. 
The cry seems to be in some parts, Down with the Tories ; 
but if this call be general, it will be anything but a Jed of 
down with the Tories. 





To the Editor of Figaro in London. 








Dear Sir, 


I am delighted to find that Higgins has come in for a good 
thing, no less a sum than 25,000/., having been left him by his 
late master. Who would not bear what he put up with for one 
half the money? But now, sir, let me ask you, as a man of 
honour, this conundrum :— 

Why is Colonel Higgins like overdone leg of mutton ? 

/l. Because he has been so munch roasted ! 

With best respects to all at home, 
Believe me, dear sir, 

Your faithful friend, 

Caprain Ross, 


Discoverer of Boothia, and of no thoroughfare somewhere, 
through which I wanted to pass, and I was compelled to 
come home again. 


THEATRICALS. 


Plavgoers will, we think, generally regret that this is our 
last theatrical article in this periodical; but there are many 
imbeciles who will rejoice at losing the wholesome correction of 
our myst healthful criticism. 

When we first started this periodical, we were most entirely 
out of the sphere of all theatrical connection, neither knew one 
actor on the boards, or one writer for the stage, and certainly 
wrote our opinions with a freedom that at least was a proof of 
our being uninfluenced by considerations of partiality. Since 
then, circumstances have much changed ; we know and highly 
respect many members of the theatrical profession, we are ac- 
quainted with many authors, aud we therefore feel ourselves 
not in a position to de justice to the public as critics, since we 
cavnot have the duplicity to meet a man as a friend one day, 





‘and criticise him the next in the pages ofa periodical. 


With respect to the stage, we fear we leave it ina precious 
state: a worse condition than that in which we found it, -ince 
Captain Polhill, whose purse has so long supported the two 
patent theatres, has at length abandoned them in disgust, and 
they must now rely upon their own resources; at least, we be- 
lieve it is not the intention of the present oceupant to sink in 
them any further capital. So had indeed is the stage at presenr, 
that a report has gone abroad of its being Mr. Jerrold’s inten- 
tion to give up dramatic anthorship: buat we ean hardly believe 


' that this gentleman, who is the first, if not the most prolific, 


to contemplate the discontinuance of his labours. 


of comic writers, should be induced to abandon a pursuit from 
which he does derive so much deserved fame, and from which 
he ought to derive very considerable emelument. The country 
ought indeed to be ashamed of its dramatic taste when it drives 
one great genius to America, and induces, by its apathy, another 
We, how- 


ever, attribute more blame to managers than to the public, for 
| the taste is more enlightened than it ever was before, thongh 
| bad management has made it unfashionable to visit the theatres. 


Still those that are the best managed succeed the best, and 
where an attempt Is made to pander toa degradedt aste, failure 
is the invariable consequence. One of Jerrold’s or Buckstone’s 
pieces does more for a theatre than fifty inferior productions, 
which, if not damned, never draw, and thus act as a kind of 


slow poison on the prospects of the house at which they happen 
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to be brought forward. The way to make a theatre succeed 
is by the careful production of well-written pieces, which, if 
liberally got up and decently acted, will always repay the pro- 
duction. We could not resist this (our dast) opportunity for a 
little general remark, but we now proceed to our usual criti- 
cism :— 

At the large houses old pieces have been played, Manfred 
ind Gustavus at one house, with The Red Mask at the other, 
being the only attractive performances, thus proving that those 
things which are the best still please the most, in spite of all 
the whinirg and howling to the contrary. The theatres in 
general have been destitute of novelty, owing to their Christ- 
mas preparations; but the indefatigable management of the 
Strand as produced a one act piece called The Masked Bat- 
fery, which is smartly written, abounding in neat dialogue, and 
nade droll by some situ: tions very ingeniously imagined. The 
particularly that of Mrs. Nisbett asa young 
oft unes with a natural air that no lady 
we ever saw on the stage came at all near to. Forrester plays 
in the piece with his usual whimsicality and animation, while 
Oxberry, © hippenudale, and Miss Siordaunt, each fill short, but 
good, parts will great cleverness. By the ‘) ve, Zurn Out has 
heen played here, a fact, we mention en passant to do justice 
It certainly is the 


acting og is exc ellent. 


.* 


cel 9 a disguis eS she asst 


to the rich acting of Mitehel! as Gregory. 
funniest thing we ever saw, and this saying a great deal, 
recollecting, as we do, many very distingn lished in the 
character. ‘The Strand novelty will be a burl sque on eHanfred, 
and will be ealled JJan-Fre d. Mitchell io be the hero. 
The scenery is all burlesqued with great tact by Hillyard, and 
the abode of the evil principle,ias it is called at Covent Garden, 
will be represe ‘nted at the Str: and by a view ot the inside of 
the Italian Opera House. We believe Mrs. W aylett also 
appears in anew piece on Friday, so that the attraction to this 
fiourishing little theatre will be rather considerable. The 
Twelve Months run their career very prosperously, and, thanks 
to the kindness of the press, it is expected they will do so for 


is 


actors 


Is 


a very long period. 

The Victoria commences its Christmas campaign with im- 
me and produces a grand spectacle as well as a Christ- 
mas pantomime, <All the juveniles will of course prefer this 
nouse on account of the looking-glass curtain, and it is to be 
hoped their frie suds will take them all to see it, as it is well to 
in youth ful minds, an early habit of reflection. 

A new farce by the author of The Twelve Months, &e., has 
been produced at Madame Vestris’s, under the title Si. 
Mark’s Eve. Uts suecess has been fortunately quite uneqgui- 
owing to the admirable acting of Mrs. Orger and Keeley, 
both of the audience convulsed with langhter to 
the fallin The press, with its usual liberality, 
has been univers: tly laud: ‘tory. ' 

Drary L to bring the quadrupeds 
heards, an introduction by which we think its el: 
eved patronage is four-feeted (forfeited ). 


ce spirit, 


encourage, 
of 


vocal, 
whom keep 
g of the curtain. 
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The Fitzroy is again about to flare-up under respectable 
management, Laurent, the French play proprietor, having taken 


i } 


| ; 
COLUC« 


Wil 


Mr. 


1’ sah 3 : 
\\ Ce A Ini} 1] every S'uCCeSS. and, 25 


ihe house, the management of ih le has “dd to 


Broad, late of the Victoria. 


V} ° 4 
far as we have yet heard, we augur well from the arrangements, 
vueb, who is an ui lesbain favourite, bas en seenred, and 
is name will give at least an eciat to the theatre, while, we 
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success wil] wait upon the exertions of the new proprietor. 
Many have failed before him, but still he need not despair. 
We believe he intends combining French plays with his English 
performances, This is a most judicions arraugement, and we 
do not doubt that he may at least make a better thing of it 
than many of his predec cessors. He cannot make a much worse 
thing of it, and that is one consolation at any rate, We think 
he shonld have opened at Christmas, for he loses one fortnight 
of the best time in the whole season, 


— 


TO CORRESPONDENTS. 





Those who have been patrons of this publication from the first, will 
probably, in some cases, wish to complete their sets, as here terminate 
the labours of the orginal editor. The work, as far as he is concerned 
is now comple te, and is comprised in three volumes, at about six shill- 
ings each, in boards, with title pages, prefaces, and all the paraphernalia 
to make a perfect book. We unde rstand, also, that the back numbers 
are allin print, and we are perfectly conscious that part six, price 2s. 
6d., may be had of all booksellers. Each volume comprise two parts, 
and each year one volume. 

Fy. H. J informed, that his M.S. can 


ithe printer. 


be returned to him through 


. IS 


NOTICE, 


ublished, by J. Miller, Henrietta-street, Covent-garde a 
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Already | 
price one shiilipy 
THE KING INCOG., 

(A farce in two acts,) by G. A. V@ BECKETT. 
THE SON OF THE SUN, 
(A mythologieal burletta,) by the Same. 
THE REVOLT of THE WORKHOUSE, 
yurlesque ballet Gcpera,) by the Same. 

Iso, publish = . W. le Peed the only 6d. each,— 
THE MAN WITH THE CARPET BAG, 
A farce,) by G. A. VBECKETT. 

THE SIAMESS TWINS, 


(A farce,) by the Same. 


Also, shortly will be published, price only 6d. each,— 


ST, WARK’S EVE, 
(A farce,) by G. A. V@BECKETT. 
c= TORNED HEAD, 


“A farce,) by the Same. 
FIGARO IN LONDON, 
(A burletta in two acts.) by the Same. 
Cid TWELVE MONTHS, 


dt esach Lid 
(A Durletla in two acts,) by the Same. 
are informed, that Mr. Mille r, the dramatic agen! 
ou  pleces, 


Country managers 


enn supply tae whole of tiese 


GENERAL ELECTION. 








PAX REFORMERS GE NERALLY !—ANNUAL PAR- 
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this microfilm. He makes this request 
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